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A recent study by the Robert Woods 

Johnson Foundation found that over 70 
million Americans under 65 were unin-
sured for at least some time during the 
last 2 years. This is unfortunate 
enough, but the statistics are even 
more alarming when we look at the 
Hispanic community. In the last 2 
years, over half the Hispanic popu-
lation under 65 has gone without health 
insurance for some time. In California, 
half of the Hispanic population is cur-
rently uninsured. 

We cannot ignore the problem as a 
country, and I certainly cannot ignore 
it as a Californian. More Hispanics live 
in California than any other State, and 
they contribute to the State’s economy 
and culture in countless ways. But 
there remains a huge disparity between 
the Hispanic population and the rest of 
the population when it comes to the 
accessibility to health insurance and 
health problems. Studies consistently 
show that Hispanics suffer dispropor-
tionately from diabetes, obesity, HIV/
AIDS and asthma. 

We as policy makers need to commit 
ourselves to closing this gap. At a time 
when the economy has soured and the 
American families are feeling the ef-
fects, we need to bolster long-standing 
programs which have served Americans 
well. Medicaid is one of those pro-
grams. Instead of the current adminis-
tration’s proposals for tax cuts that 
will pad the pockets of the rich but will 
do little to shore up the programs that 
have served Americans admirably dur-
ing times of economic downturn, the 
administration then turns around and 
tells our Nation’s governors that there 
is no money to shore up these pro-
grams. 

f 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 7, 2003, and under a previous order 
of the House, the following Members 
will be recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

AMERICA’S SHARED SACRIFICE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. GEORGE 
MILLER) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. 
Mr. Speaker, Congressional Daily re-
ports today that in a speech to the 
bankers, Majority Leader TOM DELAY 
said that ‘‘nothing is more important 
in the face of a war than cutting 
taxes.’’

Not only does that defy the history of 
great leaders in the Western world who 
understood the necessity of harboring 
our resources in times of uncertainty 
and times of war, but it also defies 
what the American community expects 
at a time of war.
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That is the notion of a shared sac-
rifice. At a time when we are on the 
eve of sending our young men and 

women in harm’s way, we have to 
think about what the contribution is of 
the rest of us. We understand the im-
plications of this war in terms of costs 
are now said it could exceed $100 bil-
lion, but we do not know that, because 
the war has not been fought yet. We 
also understand that there is going to 
have to be a long-term commitment in 
Iraq after the war, and we do not have 
any idea of what that cost is going to 
be. 

We know that, in fact, these costs, 
whatever they are, are not in the budg-
et as submitted by the President of the 
United States, nor are they in the 
budget that is being formulated by the 
committees in the House and the Sen-
ate, but what this does suggest is that 
this tax cut and when we add to them 
the tax cuts that the President has pro-
posed, ending with the taxation on 
dividends by providing huge amounts 
of tax free income for the wealthiest 
people in this country, what it suggests 
is when the bill comes due for this war, 
when the $5 trillion debt comes due be-
cause of the spending and because of 
the war and because of the Bush econ-
omy, that one group of Americans will 
not have to participate in that shared 
sacrifice. Those individuals, because of 
these tax cuts, will live in a tax free 
world. 

So when the interest mounts on the 
debt year after year, when we have 
seen in a matter of 2 short years going 
from almost a $5 trillion surplus to a $2 
trillion deficit, when we see the deficit 
reestimated into the hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars within a matter of 
months, apparently our colleague the 
gentleman from Texas (Mr. DELAY) and 
the President believe that somehow the 
wealthiest Americans in this country 
should not share in that sacrifice; they 
should not be burdened with the re-
sponsibility of helping to pay that 
back. 

That will be left to people who earn 
their income through wages. They will 
continue to be taxed. They will con-
tinue to pay high rates of Social Secu-
rity taxes, but the wealthy will not. 
They will escape that. 

No, that is not the most important 
thing in the face of war. It cannot be 
cutting taxes. It cannot be how this 
country works its way through that 
war. It is more importantly how we 
make the decision to go to war. The 
President has offered a number of ra-
tionales for going to war. Most of them 
have been stripped away in the debate 
that is taking place in the inter-
national community, in the debate 
that is taking place in this country. 

We have seen evidence offered and 
the evidence falls apart time and 
again. We have seen connections trying 
to be made between the war on ter-
rorism and Iraq. The evidence has not 
been sustained, and yet as we proceed 
into that war the one thing that is on 
the gentleman from Texas’ (Mr. 
DELAY) mind is cutting taxes. I think 
it defies what we know this country 
has done in the past when we have en-

gaged in these conflicts and the neces-
sity of what must be done, and I would 
hope that once again we would under-
stand that the burden must be shared 
across American society because there 
are those who will be called upon to 
make the supreme sacrifice and that 
will be their lives and their futures in 
pursuit of this war should the Presi-
dent decide to go forward. 

Clearly those who are at home must 
continue to engage in the kind of effort 
to pull this Nation through this period 
of time, and so we cannot embrace the 
philosophy of the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. DELAY) that somehow the 
most important thing that we can do is 
to cut taxes and our most important 
obligation is somehow to tell the 
wealthiest people in America that they 
will not share in that sacrifice, they 
will not be there when the bill comes 
due for future generations.

f 

AUTISM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CHOCOLA). Under a previous order of 
the House, the gentleman from Indiana 
(Mr. BURTON) is recognized for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I have with me today a box, and on 
this box I am not sure my colleagues 
can see this, but there is 50 to 100 pic-
tures of children who are autistic, and 
in the box I have in back of my office 
I have probably close to 1,000 letters 
from parents who have autistic chil-
dren who believe their children became 
autistic because they received vaccina-
tions that contained mercury. 

We all know mercury is a toxic sub-
stance, and we know that we should 
not have it around us, but we have, as 
a matter of fact, been vaccinating our 
children with many micrograms of 
mercury in each vaccination for prob-
ably the last 20 years, and as we in-
crease the number of vaccines that the 
children were being inoculated with, 
the amount of mercury that they were 
being confronted with went up as well, 
and as a result, we have gone from one 
in 10,000 children who are autistic to 
one in 200 children that are autistic. 
That is a fifty-fold increase. 

Soon what I am going to be doing, 
Mr. Speaker, is each night I am going 
to be coming down here and reading to 
the American people and my colleagues 
letters from these families telling of 
their child becoming autistic, when it 
happened and how it happened so that 
my colleagues and the American people 
will really know what is going on. 

Many of the pharmaceutical compa-
nies do not want this to happen be-
cause they are concerned about the li-
ability that they might incur. We have 
what is called the Vaccine Injury Com-
pensation Fund, which if handled prop-
erly could deal with most of these chil-
dren and their families, but unfortu-
nately, the Vaccine Injury Compensa-
tion Fund, which was created not only 
to protect the pharmaceutical compa-
nies but to help these children in a 
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